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Trump Administration awards grants to states to combat opioid
crisis
HHS will administer grants totaling $485 million to all 50 states
Secretary Price sends letter to governors: “Through a sustained focus on people, patients, and
partnerships, I am conﬁdent that together we can turn the tide on this public health crisis."
Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price, M.D. today announced that HHS will soon provide $485
million in grants to help states and territories combat opioid addiction. The funding, which is the ﬁrst of two
rounds provided for in the 21st Century Cures Act, will be provided through the State Targeted Response
to the Opioid Crisis Grants administered by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA).
The funding will be issued to all 50 states, the District of Columbia, four U.S. territories, and the free
associated states of Palau and Micronesia. Funding will support a comprehensive array of prevention,
treatment, and recovery services depending on the needs of recipients. States and territories were
awarded funds based on rates of overdose deaths and unmet need for opioid addiction treatment.
Secretary Price sent a letter to governors whose states are receiving grants and outlined his and the
administration’s ﬁrm commitment to address the opioid crisis as each state and territory across the country
works to address the signiﬁcant health, social, and economic consequences. In his letter to governors,
Secretary Price wrote, in part:
“As I begin my tenure as Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), I do so
with a profound commitment to addressing this public health crisis as one of our top three
Departmental priorities. Opioids were responsible for over 33,000 deaths in 2015; this alarming

statistic is unacceptable to me. We cannot continue to lose our nation’s citizens to addiction. Through
a sustained focus on people, patients, and partnerships, I am conﬁdent that together we can turn the
tide on this public health crisis."
“President Trump recently announced the President’s Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and
the Opioid Crisis. This Commission is tasked with studying the scope and effectiveness of the federal
response to this crisis and providing recommendations to the President for improving it. HHS is
uniquely positioned to contribute in this important effort as a key agency providing critical resources
for care and treatment.”
In the letter, Secretary Price commits to continue working with governors to combat the evolving opioid
crisis and to ensure federal funding supports clinically sound, effective, and efﬁcient programs, stating:
“These grants aim to increase access to treatment, reduce unmet need, and reduce overdose related
deaths. I understand the urgency of this funding; however, I also want to ensure the resources and
policies are properly aligned with and remain responsive to this evolving epidemic. Therefore, while I
am releasing the funding for the ﬁrst year immediately, my intention for the second year is to develop
funding allocations and policies that are the most clinically sound, effective and efﬁcient. To that end,
in the coming weeks and months, I will seek your assistance to identify best practices, lessons
learned, and key strategies that produce measureable results. Thank you for your collaboration and
partnership as we move forward in this critical work together to help the millions of Americans hurt by
this public health crisis.”
To combat the ongoing opioid crisis, HHS has prioritized ﬁve speciﬁc strategies: strengthening public
health surveillance, advancing the practice of pain management, improving access to treatment and
recovery services, targeting availability and distribution of overdose-reversing drugs, and supporting
cutting-edge research.
To view a breakdown of ﬁrst year funding by states and territories, please see the table below.
State

Award Amount

Alabama

$7,967,873

Alaska

$2,000,000

Arizona

$12,171,518

Arkansas

$3,901,297

California

$44,749,771

Colorado

$7,869,651

Connecticut

$5,500,157

Delaware

$2,000,000

District of Columbia

$2,000,000

Florida

$27,150,403

Georgia

$11,782,710

Hawaii

$2,000,000

Idaho

$2,000,000

Illinois

$16,328,583

Indiana

$10,925,992

Iowa

$2,728,077

Kansas

$3,114,402

Kentucky

$10,528,093

Louisiana

$8,167,971

Maine

$2,039,029

Maryland

$10,036,845

Massachusetts

$11,742,924

Michigan

$16,372,680

Minnesota

$5,379,349

Mississippi

$3,584,702

Missouri

$10,015,898

Montana

$2,000,000

Nebraska

$2,000,000

Nevada

$5,663,328

New Hampshire

$3,128,366

New Jersey

$12,995,621

New Mexico

$4,792,551

New York

$25,260,676

North Carolina

$15,586,724

North Dakota

$2,000,000

Ohio

$26,060,502

Oklahoma

$7,283,229

Oregon

$6,564,425

Pennsylvania

$26,507,559

Rhode Island

$2,167,007

South Carolina

$6,575,623

South Dakota

$2,000,000

Tennessee

$13,815,132

Texas

$27,362,357

Utah

$5,537,458

Vermont

$2,000,000

Virginia

$9,762,332

Washington

$11,790,256

West Virginia

$5,881,983

Wisconsin

$7,636,938

Wyoming

$2,000,000

Territory

Award Amount

American Samoa

$250,000

Micronesia

$250,000

Northern Marianas

$250,000

Palau

$250,000

Puerto Rico

$4,811,962

Virgin Islands

$250,000
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